
project 
fellowships
The Oakland City Attorney’s Office 
invites motivated third-year students 
and lawyers completing judicial 
clerkships who are able to secure 
funding (e.g., through their law school 
or a foundation) to collaborate with 
City staff on developing fellowship 
projects with its Community Lawyering 
and Civil Rights Unit or its 
Neighborhood Law Corps (”NLC”).

The Community Lawyering and Civil 
Rights Unit is a new project launched 
by City Attorney Barbara Parker to 
prosecute social justice cases in areas 
including but not limited to housing, 
wage theft, and civil rights in order 
to ensure all persons in Oakland are 
treated fairly and with dignity. This 
new unit will also draft local 
ordinances and resolutions, serving as 
a progressive think tank within local 
government. Fellows will have the 
opportunity to make significant 
contributions to this newly-formed 
unit.

I work on housing-related issues 
at the intersection of OCA’s 
Neighborhood Law Corps 
(NLC) and Community 
Lawyering and Civil Rights 
Unit. While the NLC is a highly 
regarded and well-established 
fixture in the community, the 
Community Lawyering and 
Civil Rights Unit is just 
beginning to bring cases and 
establish its priorities. Helping 
to shape the direction in which 
the Unit will grow in 
collaboration with the NLC is a 
truly extraordinary opportunity 
for a young lawyer.

Jaclyn Harris
Current Yale Public Interest Fellow

Yale Law School, Class of 2016



The NLC is an award-winning unit 
within the City Attorney’s Office that 
functions as its direct connection to 
Oakland’s communities. The NLC focuses 
on difficult issues facing 
neighborhoods such as human 
trafficking, substandard housing, and 
community safety. NLC attorneys seek 
innovative ways to deal with Oakland’s 
most difficult problems.

The City Attorney seeks candidates who 
are self-starters with a deep and 
demonstrated commitment to public 
service and social justice. To apply, 
submit a cover letter, résumé, brief 
writing sample (10 double-spaced pages 
or less), transcript, and three 
references to 
alah@oaklandcityattorney.org. In your 
cover letter, you should indicate any 
relevant areas of interest or expertise 
and briefly describe any ideas you have 
for a fellowship project. Applications 
will be considered on a rolling basis, 
so we recommend submitting your 
materials as soon as possible.

In addition to sponsoring fellowship projects, the Community Lawyering and Civil 
Rights Unit and the NLC partner with law schools to host several Bridge Fellows 
each year. If you are eligible for a Bridge Fellowship and interested in working 
with the Oakland City Attorney’s Office, contact your school’s fellowship office 
for information regarding this year’s deadlines for finding a host organization 
and submitting your funding application. Please also submit a résumé, brief 
writing sample (10 double-spaced pages or less), transcript, and cover letter to 
alah@oaklandcityattorney.org.

The City Attorney's Office is an equal opportunity/ reasonable accommodation employer and encourages 
applications from candidates with diverse backgrounds and experiences.
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As a fellow, I worked closely 
with NLC Attorneys on housing 
issues, code enforcement, human 
trafficking, and health and 
safety issues. I received 
hands-on legal experience and 
guidance that helped me to 
develop as an attorney. The 
fellowship was an amazing 
experience, and I was honored 
to become an NLC Attorney.

Patrick Bears 
Former Bridge Fellow

Current NLC Attorney
U.C. Hastings, Class of 2013


